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I have  the  honour  to  communicate  for  the  information  of 
the  Kural  District  Council  of  Ashwell  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1899. 

The  number  of  deaths  which  have  been  registered  in  the 
several  parishes  is  76  ; this  number  must  be  corrected  by  an 
addition  of  eleven^  which  have  occurred  in  the  Workhouse^  one  in 
Addenbrooke^s  Hospital^  and  three  in  The  Three  Counties 
Asylum^  making  a corrected  total  of  91^  v/hich  on  the  published 
Census  return  of  1891  and  the  corrections  supplied  to  me  by 
the  Superintendent  Registrar  gives  a death-rate  from  all  causes 
and  at  all  ages  per  1000  living  per  annum  of  19*4.  The  death- 
rate  in  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period  is  given  as  18’3 
in  the  Summary  of  the  Registrar  General^  contained  in  his 
Report  for  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

Deaths  in  the  group  of  zymotic  diseases  in  the  District 
have  been  from  Scarlet  Fevei%  1;  Typhoid  Fever,  1;  and 
Diarrhoea,  4 ; total  6 ; equal  to  a death-rate  from  these  diseases 
of  1*28  per  thousand  living  per  annum.  Influenza  has  caused 
one  death. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  is  89,  equal  to  a 
birth-rate  of  19*0  per  thousand  living  per  annum.  The  birth- 
rate for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period  is  given  at  2 9* 3. 

The  ratio  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  to  one  thousand 
registered  births  is  136. 
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There  is  a marked  increase  of  mortality  over  that  of  the 
previous  year,  and  has  been  due  in  part  to  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis,  Cancer,  and  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  organs.  The  death  rate  per  thousand  living  from 
Phthisis  is  1*28. 
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Small  Pox. 
Scarlatina. 


Diphtheria. 


DISKASK  INCIDENCK 

No  cases  of  Small  Pox  have  been  notified  during  the  year. 

Five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  notified.  Two 
occurred  in  two  households  at  Ashwell ; the  first  was  at  a dairy 
farm  where  a boy  aged  16  years  had  recently  come  home  from 
school  at  Ware.  There  was  no  good  evidence  as  to  where  the 
disease  was  contracted ; the  case  was  well  isolated  in  a distinct 
part  of  the  house,  but  in  view  of  the  possible  danger  to  the  dairy 
operations  a building  detached  from  the  house  was  used  as  a 
temporary  dairy  ; strict  precautions  were  taken  and  there  was 
no  spread  of  infection  from  this  source.  The  other  was  a child 
of  a family  residing  at  Chertsey-on-Thames,  who,  while  the 
rest  of  her  employees  family  went  to  the  seaside,  came  down 
accompanied  by  a nursery  governess  on  her  annual  holiday, 
and  fell  ill  of  Scarlet  Fever  on  the  fourth  day  after  arrival. 
I saw  that  the  child  was  well  isolated  and  attended  night 
and  day  by  the  governess  only,  and  no  extension  of 
the  disease  occurred.  One  case  at  Barkway  was  that  of 
a stranger  child  from  Paines^  Roads,  Bow,  E.C.,  who  had 
come  down  under  the  auspices  of  the  ChildreiTs  Holiday  Fund 
and  developed  the  disease  within  two  days  of  arrival.  This 
child  was  one  of  a party  of  eighteen,  six  of  whom  lodged  in  the 
same  house ; she  was  at  once  isolated  in  a totally  separate  part 
of  a double  house.  Much  correspondence  by  letter  and  telegram 
took  place  with  regard  to  this  child,  and  the  diagnosis  was 
called  in  question  by  the  child^s  friends  ; I therefore  thought  it 
right  to  make  a personal  examination  myself  and  as  a result 
concurred  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  medical  man  in 
attendance.  She  remained  behind  till  quite  recovered,  when 
everything  likely  to  retain  infection  was  thoroughly  disinfected, 
and  she  was  allowed  to  return  home.  Two  cases  were  notified 
at  Hinxworth  in  a family  Avhere  a fatal  case  of  Diphtheria  had 
been  notified  two  days  before  ; the  two  second  cases  in  the 
household  were  seen  in  consultation  with  another  practitioner 
from  Baldock,  who  gave  as  his  opinion  that  these  two  children 
were  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  further  expressed 
an  opinion  in  a letter  to  me  that  the  first  case  in  the 
family  must  have  been  really  scarlatinal.  There  would 
appear  to  be  a history  of  a scarlatinal  convalescent  visiting 
Ashwell  and  coming  into  association  with  this  family.  It 
transpired  subsequently  that  Scarlet  Fever  was  prevalent  at 
Bd worth  in  the  Baldock  Sanitary  District  which  has  a Joint 
School  Board  with  Hinxworth.  School  closure  was  adopted. 

Three  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  of  which  one  at 
Hinxworth  already  mentioned  ended  fatally  the  day  before  the 
receipt  of  notification ; the  death  certificate  stated  the  cause  of 


death  to  be  Scarlet  Fever.  A second  case  occurred  at  another 
part  of  the  village ; the  source  of  infection  could  not  be 
satisfactorily  traced,  but  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises 
was  not  satisfactory,  and  this  has  since  been  remedied.  One 
case  at  Ashwell  was  probably  due  to  bad  sanitary  conditions, 
which  were  subsequently  remedied  by  direction  of  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances. 

Seven  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  notified,  of  which  six  Typhoid  Fever, 
occurred  in  the  village  of  Therfield,  and  one  in  Ashwell.  With 
regard  to  the  Therfield  cases,  three  occurred  in  a house  where 
there  had  been  cases  in  October  of  the  previous  year ; the  whole 
family  were  removed  to  the  Workhouse  Infirmary  and  the  house 
thoroughly  cleansed  and  disinfected,  the  bedding,  &c.,  destroyed 
and  compensation  to  the  amount  of  £1  19s.  Od.  paid.  One  case 
at  the  Jockey  Houses,  Royston  Heath,  appeared  to  be  associated 
with  a case  at  Freestone^s  yard,  who  at  the  time  of  my  visit  was 
very  ill  and  subsequently  died.  These  two  men  had  worked 
together  for  some  three  weeks,  but  the  man  belonging  to  the 
main  village  was  first  assailed ; it  therefore  may  be  assumed 
he  contracted  the  disease  at  Therfield,  and  the  man  at  the 
Jockey  Houses  caught  it  from  him.  It  is  to  be  remarked  how- 
ever that  a case  of  enteric  fever  occurred  nearly  four  years  ago 
at  the  Jockey  Houses  and  the  faecal  matter  was  buried  in  the 
garden,  and  a field  adjoining  the  house  had  recently  been  spread 
over  with  foul  smelling  manure,  which  was  allowed  to  remain 
on  the  laud  for  a week  before  being  ploughed  in.  The  first  of  the 
three  incidents  is  more  likely  to  have  been  the  origin  of  the  disease. 

Another  case  was  notified  at  Chapel  Row  but  it  appears  on 
account  of  patienFs  age  and  other  circumstances  that  the  disease 
was  not  pronounced.  The  case  at  Ashwell  was  that  of  a man 
who  had  been  at  work  hay-making  at  Enfield,  He  came  home 
ill  after  an  absence  of  upwards  of  a month  and  died  within  a 
week.  There  is  a history  of  his  having  drunk  foul  water  at  his 
place  of  occupation. 

School  exclusion,  school  closure,  and  disinfection  are  the 
only  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Council  to  combat  any  outbreak 
of  infectious  disease. 

The  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  the  districts  of  Ashwell  and  isolation 
Melbourn  Rural  and  Royston  Urban  respectively,  which  was 
established  by  Provisional  Order  at  the  close  of  the  year  1898, 
has  been  occupied  during  the  whole  of  the  year  in  taking  steps 
to  carry  into  effect  the  object  for  which  it  was  appointed.  After 
the  initial  difficulty  of  acquisition  of  a suitable  site  had  been 
settled,  Mr.  A.  Paul  MacAlister,  architect,  of  Cambridge,  was 
appointed  to  prepare  plans  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the  circular 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  which  has  been  very  carefully 
considered  and  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
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AVater  Supply. 


tlieir  approval.  The  usual  informal  conference  with  the  Officers 
of  the  Board  has  been  held,  and  a general  agreement  as  to  details 
having  been  arrived  at  there  now  remains  only  the  necessary 
public  inquiry  to  be  held  in  the  district  by  an  Inspector  of  the 
Board.  It  is  to  be  hoped  this  will  not  be  much  longer  delayed, 
that  the  sanction  of  the  Board  to  the  loan  required  will  be 
obtained  and  building  operations  commenced  during  the  current 
year. 

WATKR  SURRIvY. 

At  Kelshall,  in  consequence  of  an  appeal  made  to  owners  to 
provide  a supplementary  water  supply,  as  mentioned  in  my 
report  for  the  year  1898,  another  owner  has  constructed  a tank 
about  20ft.  by  6ft.  by  6ft.  and  fixed  a pump,  but  owing  to 
drought  the  result  has  not  been  as  satisfactory  as  was  expected 
and  very  little  water  was  obtained.  The  question  of  devising 
another  scheme  for  filtration  of  the  pond  water,  which  is  the 
main  supply  of  this  village,  has  been  referred  to  me  for  investiga- 
tion, and  I have  been  carrying  out  some  observations  on  a 
polarite  filter,  devised  by  a London  firm,  but  the  results  have 
not  been  sufficiently  satisfactory  to  recommend  it  to  the  Council. 
I hope  to  be  in  a position  to  recommend  some  other  plan 
without  great  delaj^ 

Adverting  to  my  remarks  in  the  report  for  the  year  1898 
with  regard  to  Nuthampstead,  the  scheme  therein  mentioned 
has,  owing  to  the  change  in  the  office  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
been  mis-laid  or  lost ; therefore  no  further  steps  of  a compre- 
hensive character  have  been  taken  during  the  year,  but  from 
August  to  November  owing  to  drought,  water  service  by  cart 
from  an  adjoining  parish  was  established  at  the  cost  of  the 
Bural  District  Council. 

At  Eeed,  in  consequence  of  instructions  from  the  Eural 
District  Council,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  met  the  District 
Councillor  for  the  parish  and  suggested  that  three  wells  should 
be  made,  one  at  the  corner  of  Brickfield,  one  on  waste  land  at 
the  Knoll,  and  one  on  waste  land  by  the  road-side  at  the  bottom 
of  Cabinet  Lane,  as  he  believed  a good  supply  could  be  obtained 
at  a depth  of  some  18  or  20  feet.  As  an  experiment,  one  well 
was  sunk  to  a depth  of  22  feet  on  the  Avaste  land  near  the  Knoll. 
On  July  24th  the  Inspector  visited  the  Avell  and  found  water  to 
be  coming  in  very  slowly,  but  owing  to  the  sides  of  well 
being  likely  to  fall  in  recommended  the  Council  that  it  should 
be  bricked;  this  having  been  done,  he,  on  September  9th, 
again  visited,  and  found  the  water  to  be  steadily  rising,  but  in 
November  there  was  only  about  9 inches  in  the  well.  An 
inspection  has  since  been  made  and  about  2 feet  of  water  found. 
Ponds  still  continue  to  form  the  main  supply  to  this  village. 
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At  Barkway  the  arrangement  mentioned  in  my  reports  for  a 
Supply  of  Water  to  this  village  has  been  continued ; it  can 
scarcely  however  be  considered  adequate  for  the  needs  of  this 
village. 

At  Ashwell  the  suggestions  made  in  a previous  report  as  to 
the  appointment  of  an  engineer  to  advise  as  to  Water  Supply 
and  Drainage  has  been  adopted  by  the  Council. 

At  Hinxworth  the  Public  Well  has  been  cleaned  and 
pumped  out  twice,  domed  over,  and  other  repairs  made.  A 
sample  from  this  well  has  been  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
and  found  to  be  unpolluted  and  fit  for  drinking  purposes. 

In  consequence  of  a case  of  Typhoid  Fever  at  the  Jockey 
Houses,  Royston  Heath,  in  the  parish  of  Therfield,  a sample  was 
taken  from  a well  on  the  premises,  and  found  to  be  polluted ; 
thereupon  the  well  was  ordered  to  be  cleaned  out. 

A Water  Certificate  under  Section  6 of  the  Public  Health 
(Water)  Act  has  been  granted  for  the  occupation  of  two  cottages 
at  Newsells  Barns,  Barkway. 

DRAINAOK. 

Nothing  of  any  importance  with  regard  to  drainage  has  Drainage, 
been  done  during  the  year,  but  as  previously  mentioned  it  is 
proposed  to  consult  an  engineer  as  to  a system  of  Drainage  for 
Ashwell. 


SUNDRIES. 

At  Barkway  a cottage  in  Church  Street  which  was  reported 
as  being  dilapidated,  has  been  repaired. 

The  Workshops,  Slaughterhouses  and  Milkshops  have  been 
visited,  and  a Slaughterhouse  at  Barkway,  which  was  found  to  be 
in  a dirty  condition,  was,  on  notice  from  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  thoroughly  cleaned  and  lime-washed. 

All  the  above  remarks,  together  with  Inspectors  Tabular 
Statement  of  Sanitary  Work,  and  the  Tables  of  Population, 
Births,  Deaths,  and  Sickness,  I respectfully  submit  to  the 
Rural  District  Council.  6 


BUSHELL  ANNINCSON. 
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Area  and  Population  of  the  District  or  Division  to  which 
this  Eeturn  relates. 


Area  in  Acres,  21,495. 


Population  (Last  Census),  4,680. 

Population  (Estimated  to  middle  of  1899) — No  estimate  can  be  made. 


Death 

Rates. 


General,  19 ‘4, 


/ Per  1,000  Population, 

\ estimated  to  middle  of  1899. 


Infant  (under  one  year  of  age),  136  per  1,000  Births  Registered. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES’  REPORT 

As  required  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  of  the 
Sanitary  works  completed  during  the  year,  1899, 
with  additions. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 


Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint  ...  ...  ...  14 

Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Summonses  taken  out...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Convictions...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cottages  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Lodging-houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Slaughter-houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bake-houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Dairies  and  Milk-shops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cow-sheds  inspected  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Work-shops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Filthy  houses  cleansed,  Sec.  46,  Public  Health  Act,  1875....  0 

Houses  disinfected  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Over-crowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Houses  placed  in  habitable  repair  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Houses  erected  or  rebuilt  for  which  water  certificates 

were  applied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Certificates  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Certificates  deferred  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Wells  sunk  or  improved  supplies  of  water  afforded  ...  2 

Wells  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wells  closed...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Houses  connected  with  sewer  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Houses  connected  with  water  mains  ...  ...  ...  0 

Earth  pail  or  improved  privies  constructed  or  existing 

privies  altered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Privies  and  w.  c.’s.  repaired  ; w.  c.’s.  supplied  with  water  0 
Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired  or  covered  ...  ...  ...  0 

Animals  inproperly  kept  removed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Compensation  paid  for  destruction  of  infected  bedding,  39/- 
Seizure  of  unsound  meat,  &c.,...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Drains  cleared  out,  repaired,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  10 

V entilation  to  drains  provided ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Visits  to  infectious  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

EDWIN  DAVIES, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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Table  of  Deaths  during  the  year  1899,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Ashicell ; classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Names  of  Localities 
adopted  for  the  pur- 
poses of  these  statistics. 
Public  Institutions 
being  shown  as  separate 
Localities.  Columns  for 
Population  and  Births 
are  in  Table  B 

raj 

Ashwell  

Totals 

Deaths  occurring  out- 
side district  among  per- 
sons belonging  thereto. 
Chiefly  Union 
Workhouse. 

Addenbrooke’s  Hospital 
and  Three  Counties 
Asylum. 

TABLE  B. 

Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year,  1899, 

in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Ashwell ; classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  ” has  been  compulsory  in  the  District  since  1st  March,  1890.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  available  for  non-pauper 
cases  of  infections  disease.  f Estimate  after  readjustment  of  Parish  Boundaries. 


